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International Clinics. A Quarterly of Clinical 
Lectures on Medicine, Neurology, Pediatrics, 
Surgery, Genito-Urinary Surgery, Gynecology 
Ophthalmology, Laryngology, Otology and Der¬ 
matology. By professors and lecturers in the lead¬ 
ing medical colleges of the United States, Great 
Britain and Canada. Edited by J. M. Keating, M. 
D., Judson Daland, M. D.; J. Mitchell Bruce, M. D., 
F.R.C.P., and D. W. Finlay, M. D., F.R.C.P. Phil¬ 
adelphia : J. B. Lippincott Co., 1892. 

The first volume of this series for the past year contains lectures 
by Charcot, Mackenzie, Dercum, Pershing, Pritchard and Sachs. The 
substance of the lectures is presented in an attractive manner, the 
desire of each individual lecturer being apparently the presentation of a 
good resumd rather than a critical handling of his subject. Dercum’s 
lecture on paralysis agitans is enhanced in value to the reader by five 
photo gravures representing the attitude of the sufferer in different 
stages of the disease. Sachs considers the subject of general paresis and 
devotes two lectures to the clinical aspects and variations of this disease. 
Several interesting examples of the manifestations of inter-cranial tuber¬ 
culosis are given by Pritchard. 

In the second volume, Starr devotes a part of his lecture to Jack¬ 
sonian Epilepsy and continues with a case of molar aphasia and hemi¬ 
plegia, a subject to which Pershing gave his attention in the preceding 
volume. Lloyd gives some interesting details of cases of sporadic 
cretenism and devotes a second lecture to a consideration of alcoholic 
multiple neuritis and acute locomotor ataxia. A lecture on cerebral 
tumors by Gibson is illustrated by a few good wood cuts, showing the 
nature and seat of the lesions in one of his cases. Dercum points 
out some interesting facts in connection with sunstroke sequellae and 
cerebellar titubation. 

The third volume is one of the best of the series. Drs. Deaver and 
Lloyd give a lengthy discussion on trephining for focal epilepsy and 
for brain tumour and Charcot considers the diagnosis of brachial 
monoplegia, while Rohe speaks of some common types of melancholia. 
Walton has an instructive discourse on types of gross impairment of 
motion in the upper extremity and Starr closes the neurological con¬ 
tributions to this volume with a lecture on the muscular atrophies and 
contractures in locomotor ataxia. 

The fourth volume is fully abreast of its predecessors and con¬ 
tains a number of lectures by such well known teachers as Pepper, Gray, 
Dana, Putnam, Hammond, Gibson and others. 

We have had occasion to remark previously in speaking of this 
series, that it was of service in giving to general practitioners, a large 
amount of knowledge in a convenient and assimilable shape and as such 
was appreciable and commendable. The value of many of the lectures 
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would have been enhanced if the authors had handled their subject 
with a critical spirit and so have given to their productions a stamp of 
individuality, a factor which is the keystone in didactic teaching. J. C. 

The Technique of Post-Mortem Examination. By 
Ludvig Hektoen, M. D. With 51 illustrations. Chi¬ 
cago : The W. T. Keener Company, 1894. Price $2. 

This little work speaks for itself. It does not require a long in¬ 
troduction. There are a number of guides for post-mortem examinations 
on the book market ; but none of them can compete with Dr. Hektoen’s 
Technique. 

The introductory chapter contains a number of valuable hints on 
the preparation for post-mortems (requirements in private houses), on 
embalmed and frozen bodies, on the record (with a sample of a report of 
post-mortem examination to the coroner) and the early steps in the pre¬ 
paration of material for microscopical and bacteriological purposes. 
After a very valuable chapter on the treatment of wounds acquired dur¬ 
ing dissection (written by Dr. Weller Van Hook), Dr. Hektoen closes 
the introduction with statistical data and a description of the special 
instruments and applicances (fig. 1-13). 

The “ Examination of the Body ” treats the subjects in the order of 
the examination itself. The descriptions of the methods are short but 
full of practical suggestions and profusely illustrated. He who has 
made a post-mortem strictly following the rules given here, may be 
satisfied that he gave himself a chance of seeing and inspecting every¬ 
thing in the best possible way. Eight illustrations assist the description 
of various methods of dissecting the head and its cavities; fig. 22 
shows the long anterior incision ; the dissection of the heart is given 
with 6 drawings ; the lungs and the organs of the neck are reproduced 
in 3, aud the kidney in 2 drawings. The removal of the intestines, the 
opening of the small intestine along the mesenteric border and the 
section of the liver are the subjects of the next three drawings. The 
text is very clear and interesting even for him who has considerable 
routine in making post-mortems, It is not an accumulation of uncon¬ 
nected data, but given so that one link follows the other -with a certain 
necessity. 

A chapter on the examination in cases of suspected poisoning, 
another on the examination of new-born children (4 figs.) and finally 
one on the restoration of the body (1 fig.), complete the work. 

The drawings are mostly excellent, made after photographs, and 
very instructive. 

The value of such a methodical work for medico-legal cases can¬ 
not be overrated. It is very probable and at any rate most desirable 
that it should be adopted as a compulsory plan for such cases. With 
the practitioner and the student it will no doubt become the most 
popular guide. It is evident enough that only a methodical post¬ 
mortem can be of use and instructive for the physician. A. M. 



